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Basic methods and progress of information fusion (1)

PAN Quan, WANG Zeng-fu, LIANG Yan, YANG Feng, LIU Zhun-ga

(School of Automation, Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi’an Shaanxi 710072, China)

Abstract: Because of the demands from military technology, automation and intelligence, information fusion has been
broadly concerned in academia and industry. Since a number of methods and algorithms have been emerging in recent
years, it is necessary to analyze and review their recent developments. We start by analyzing the inherent problems and
challenges in information fusion, including fusion architecture, uncertainty of information, multimodal information, conflict
information, correlative information, networked information and nonlinearity of information; and then, we review various
methods and algorithms developed in the past ten years for implementing the fusion of the above types of information. In
addition, several future directions of research are highlighted and described, including the joint processing for informa-
tion, human-centered information fusion, joint optimization for information gathering and fusion, architecture design for
complex multisensor information fusion systems, simulation and performance evaluation for information fusion and the

application of more mathematical theories.
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1 5|5 (Introduction)
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Fig. 1 JDL information fusion model'®!
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3.2 At {5 Bl A (Uncertain information fu-
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HERL RS BUN R e JE . 55T 2otk B A A
NG TE RS B DL, DR A S g
LM AR R AR N DS WAG TE RS, (R I 4 A kR
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ARG 5 3 (1 ) R0 507 B LA B S 1) 30 L SE

I, BEALAR R 5k 8 ik B OC &R, A5 A ME)
BHLEE R R, REAME MM RALEE R R, BEHLEE A
PR 5 A R AR G R L BENLEEER 1 Y
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34 EMRAE BRlE (Conflict information fusion)
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e ISPl Waste GNP s =N S IOL G LI
28 fiDempsterfil 5 KL 25 tH LRk 75 25 AN 2R A I
G B Z IR L T AR 2 ok vk, Rl A o ek
HEZR A5 24O RIE A& 1 VAU ek ) 3=
T8 AR P A R A3 L VAR A B ARk o 2L gl
B A, A RN — A A%, AT S
At UEPRAE IE 7 — Ml i 45 A5 UE R T B, A1 AL
FOW RS AT P AR 3, 5 AR R i 9 ORI A
N, RZIRR. R ph 5 1) JE RS 1E 1k
(1) DG, — 5 10 3 T 40 R o i 1 S E 9 R R
AH 45 A SR Ay B I 4 b 5 B 147957561 ORI, IR 4 1%
IEVEP R REROR, BB TR G, AMET
X7 SR I8 AN filE . SCHR (57139 T 3 B kS
(1) B I8 Y. B AR Rl A, S 3 U 3 18] 1 i 5 1 o 1 O
TP PR FH S ) BOCHIE B E S Rk A, SR A
BJE T HARARFUR A AR 5 1R I, SCik [58] 45
TP B A UE SR TR AR 5 H AR AR .

DSmT(Dezert-Smarandache theory)“?' DS 17
TR 7, BOH 7 DSH dr 8§ R 58 &
PRI B, TIN T A HOH 7 B ol (1) A SR 7 AH
et L [ AFARL S 43, K AR A (1) 43 Te 2 [A) DS 1)
WM B TR, T B H A B AR A
il G AR TR R AH R IR — ZR AN, AETR S AT, i i
—LOSRIG AT BRI, Jean Dezert5E A 42 H ) — R 1
2145 HU 4TPCR1-PCROM2 45 1] DLW ] F- Shaferfi 7
T, H R mph SR AT G B

[, —Se2z2 35 et 75T DI B e 28 T 1)
WA B RS 5. UhlmannP248 T B 5 2 BT
(covariance union)yk, A& [A] i) fil & AH A5 BRI b
45 5. Maskell V] F{PEFIMCMC A5 DU 343 47 75
W5, P T — AN 5 DSmTH A AR 5T 1387 i DL
Wik, BeE R AN ARSI LA 545 .

1E Bk T7, BINHE B e HeR I T T e ek
RS, RS 8 T EE R TV, i hh— 2t
S DA B 7 R 5L T 1 U7, BT RS IR, AN
FIVOR, GBI EL 15 2 75 SCHR [61-62]55.
3.5 K45 B Rl& (Correlative information fusion)

TEVE 2 SEbR 2 AR s R geh, milG i3 2 (a4

TERHOGHE. JERIAE T, —J7 100, 5% e ) BE 2R 48 1) W 7
ARG R RN, 53— U7, BRI AT, {2
LAl v R A T R s R, 72 A LR
g, sl AT et 2 O AL S A O Ak
FEAY, M a] g2 r= A Al ok, an S CAnAH e MR
ZIN, DU RT A Rl 2 T R RO A O A ), AR
Rl SR 75 2 FEAH O M. ARSI Bs N R, AH S EAE
FERARAN, TR RAE T-0 = JUSE RS n AR, i,
A — AR s 0 B —1a 3 H AR sy, o1 H
Bl AR RE P r (1) M S A (], AT I 0 R R A DG
(1), AEEE RS 2 1, M DA DG . AR A DG 1
ZAE T BRSSO A A, RA S B IA N S

I J5 2248 X (covariance intersection, CI) i 7712
ST LA AT B Rl A 7 v el ARy 2=
2 [A] oh SR AN T ZE (R A A, P AL B AR A
W5 22 R GRS AL TR ) 8L AER e AP o 2=
AR, CUERLN, B4 75 R hIT
ZE TR MG AN TESE B 7 2 — A AL BRI
HIAE BAS W 55k T, CIn] Gl AT ] 1 26 % 2 bRy
. AH S, w2 o WL, B FE I T AR
Yot FEAE A I TE S0 K, BT Cff e i 22
M ER B 52 B 7 ZE M EROR, DRI Al o 45 S T O 57
BT HBe AR YRS, RlG 2 F U o g5 R
555 A 5%, LAY e 21 B Kalman DL AP fil 5
HEZE, WIPF. £ %) L& 7] 8, Benaskeur 63 54k ) 77 %
Bl A2 4 (1) e K PN B A sk He A o i & 7 2 R k5 Al
Th, 3T B Rk DL s RGP e AR 7 1. )
255 NIRRT SCHR (63170 T 57 il & A (i 1) T iR A7 A
), PR T A ERIE T A, T XCTL A
VUL, FarrellZE A1 H4 T Chernoff il & 772,
FH T A 38T 725 B0 1 AH OGN 2% 2% 5 i 1) 8. Bar-
shalom5 A 10OV 37 7 15 72 AH 5% i 22 Y5 e sl — i 728 ¢
6 ARIABASR bR 28, I CASEAE R AR BR B, R HH 2 4 2 T
VL, R 22 A% SRR LR — R 108 D IR [

AL IRIFE BT BEAEAEAH I, 2RSS B2 1A
AT BEAFAEAH DG, HARK ZB(E B2 i L [H]
ARAIRL. AN T [ RA AH DG A5 S B A B, 7 R AH ¢
15 R T A FH A DG R S I S oy R Bl i v
Rl PR B A8 G, RN A AR ) 1 LA R AT A
FHRIN & 5 2 A5 R 2P, H A AE 2 Ml 5 2 B
i DA SR B X032, Wik e &40, BAG B 87
1% 4> Mr(latent semantic analysis). i 8 A 3¢ 43 #7
(canonical correlation analysis). 5 15% A 773 #T(cross-
modal factor analysis). K 2 ¥ #& 4> HT(causal link
analysis). A} ¢ 22 5 i (causal strength) L N — 2 &
% (agreement coefficient)%5. o, FrSFhH T4 E %
Z s S A OCEE =, Ja3Fh T sk g 2
AT R ) R AH DG 1. AN [R] J7 325 B B s AH DG 1 5 XA
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), QAR ¢ R B RN AT BB A 2R 1 ¢ R I
KNI ). T 2 5 B 1 BAS B IR 7R — A
ASITEE I EAE B2/, RTRE, A
SCAN XS IR L8 I 37 V5 1 VE Al 20 A RN FH 3847 [ 0
TR ) 152 3505 2 % SCHk [38]. %9 4b, Sundaresan®
IR FH Copulali 8, 7 AN T A0 A4 JE 25 WL I 321 25 4L
SRR T, IR S O B, Retl s i —
PRI Can A 2 ) 22 AU Ta] P AH DG 1.

3.6 M Z&4k {5 B Rl & (Networked information fu-

sion)

B A I 28 1 AR T A IR B R P R T R R, X 4%
15 Bl & (networked data fusion)s2 — 4~ 5%
J7 ). T I P 2%, Bcs A EE b0y LA Ab 3 R AR I AR
MEBA I RE . Rl e, 2T W E S RA o
Ve A% I 45 R R 12 I, AT A5 S Rl A BE ) A
G b AT Ao b 7 AT AR S T A 2 R Ak AR 081, 4R,
W 26 A0 A JEL T G 1T I 38T ) ) 8 Y 4 B 3R (ff o
PRI S | BfATLES SIE o B AR I SE) 25 A (19 2 ik 2 b )
e AT D R4 ZE 56 #0 v] B 3 3R 5 2R) B P (2
P50 P BRI A — 30 2 KRR, B R R
L6972 M ) RBUAE L 2 ORAE B A
TEAE, H HAWFFARRT 2, R A ORI B 2R

AR, BEALZE AL N (D83 ) U AT T 2
J&. Fletcher® N34 1 1 47 ) A8 3@ 18 4 £F 51 1)
I E RGO RARESAL T, 5INT — AN
Z RS E IR0 KRB RN E A AE R RS IEAT &
B, O3 T AN IR L MEAL v 8 BTt 35 07 ik v iR
72, I e BE A S5 X718 47 T 4k, Sinopoli
S NUABIE ST T 0 21528 M %6 5 908 e A M 2 ] 1)
KR, 13 20 52 w98 3 52 08 1) S8 5 AL, Yuets
USG5 I 464 375 5 (bl D9 288 e P 5 R 1) ) S
FEE 2R R I 2 W 2540 R G983 . Gao%s
NVSTI] s 5 1 00 00 5 4 040 sl 3 25 2 R0 i b R,
WUl T IR S R ™Y 2 AR A 2 RS0 P DB s
Liang% NTTIF G T 76 A% B ge—4a il 4 FH 428 il 28—
Jrih s 30 T IR 22 AN TR B R S O R A T e
oA AT 25 0l AR kg ST DU R o0 AT, T
BEMLZH M et ARy, A IEAS R S5 H T 46
Phdpe /N g ZE A, I 25 1 T — MR s 2e t d
J7 2 DEW ARSI 78 0 4 A1

B0 S A2 M 2540 RGE I 22 RFE R ), 2%
GRS WS T T2 k. 2 RE BREHdk
MU A B4 22 AN UL ek A A 1) 1) 38 1) 22 FE P15 2
HERRF IR, TR AS R £ 2 ) s i o 2 2 9% 43
il 5 TG AL B 3 R O3 ) SRR Rk, PR B ST
BHAT KRR BB VAR 1k, AR 3R AR B T 55
e, i H n] DU PR Ak V1S B RN S AR 255 225K
FAFERE L PR, RIS A = A5 B A vk

L. AR IR R T BAN R, 23245 B
Gl o AT 2 RO R G BRI J7 VAR BE T IR 3
BEVE A 71 SR8 B AR 48 i Benveniste, Willsky,
Hong DL J& B P 2235 B 1200 W I - R T8 SRR
SR TR R, BEXT “ AN AL B 2 1] SR 21K 44
RFERR” X R T2 R RG M HB C
T A, (FR AT SR TGS B U A THR R KA ]
R [RL I, R AT I s 2 TR R 6 AT R A
AT FAEEONT, SRH 22 ROBEASG v BB AE LA . 700k
TUE U A BT (1 5777 T, Liang %58 N U945 Y — 2871y
A LA P28 2 AL AR b5 RGN 2 3R JER R
F, AESCHR [80]HH il vl 1A 5 BERDIRAS SEBr g % L A
DURAT S 2 L A1 T 8 R -t Jek e g Y deke
RGN d NI T R ZEAG T ) e

TIAk, BT R AT A R, AN 24k R G
WA ARLR, BTG A —fiti T SR ik I 2640 2R Gt IR A&
VIR —AN B0 77 ). Shen®5 A BI85 — fEoW i AH 5%
KA 2 AL RS S An A W R R 48, K15 T[]
I 48 2R S A% SR s AR S D R e 1) v A .

oy NG SR G BT S R B B AR
SRAE 2L T I [B) FE {5 23R, S 30 P R AR )
Jey s B I B IA A R i 2RI P IR, B Se K B
Wy Bef5 20, J5 A 00 nl fesE 3, #2467 20 (out-
of-sequence measurements, OOSM). OOSMF 7 1] 3=
L I U A 7 B 4 T I T RSB 38 U 2 i) P o e
FEAH RIS, e 0] FH 3B 318 5 0 B 37 4 iR A
v, — LB B A B SRENG, Gn 25 5 IR N B A7
it 4 308 1) i N 5 s 0 e AN AT IR, i Bk T AT H
G5, JGa B RENAAAE . R, 75 B X
PERIRE ST Ab BEOOSMI) 7 i,

4 FIOOSMIL iR 25 4, OOSMFL & 5.5 1l 43 Ay
OOSM L5 il 519 . O0SMZ il & 511 O0SM
Ho0 b A 57 5 4 FiBar-Shalom# H A ¢ 5 57 7%

“A” RILUARSEIL “B” FIEE “C” 831 D) ) Zhou
S NIBIER T ) 7 o R 7S R R U R A T
1) “A” 5%, Zhang®E NS 7 “A” 5035, e i
REAb 2 22 2P OOSM ) L (1) 4 — HE 4L, Bar-Shalom!®®!

BT EIE“A” R “B” Y R RA R L “AlL”
“BI1”, 3 HA%T “BI” LK w808, @il LE s
B N A% . Oreshkis AS7R FIPE, 41 %t 1 £&
P H AR S AR, $2 3 T 4B —FhOOSM %
AR 5k, Shen AN BSO0LLE e I &l < 77 1k
SRV =R BV RS e 1T s B (i i
L TCAE” A R e o QA TRl B, AT S 2R
LI A5 58 LN R0 S 0 W0 0 SR 48— A 3L ¢ — 20,
RAG TG TAE S AT BRD S I B3 I 0 S
ZA b L3 e 3 o 1 B N S 1 B R I R . /AW
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Sk, BAEIENAE /N v DR SR A
=

BRSO A 2 8 T H AROOSMIE I 5%,
SURE B H AR ARG v W o7 ZZ 5 R, W
2% 18 2 H b LA A% 3 H I s g 5 s % 156 i)

T EHE DG ) A B 5t e — AR B A B e, P
PUAE 1S 2 H FROOSMUR 5 i) 750 5 i PR ¥, DRl ot fif Ay
WE5T. Mallick¥ NP e 45 T H6 9111k
SRIUE AR PEAE N I 22 H AROOSMER 5 5%,
PHE T #0 K 522 00SM A . Maskell A 2R ]
KIBI, o5 T % 5 H FrOOSMET VL H Y e B £
H bROOSMER 5 ] & N 1) — AEZL. T 2 H A5
OOSM i) et I S A5 45 I S e, i 22 5 | kS B A
i 4b, 2 BO0SMAE B il A« 2 T 43 A xUHE 22 (1)
OOSMEil & Ah, 4 F LRI 5T 7 ).

4 Hj ¥ &K & J5 M (Emerging and developing

paradigms)

BN Bl S IR TIRZ 3R, P 5
RS He 5 57 2 H B (IR AR IA 2
o P R SRR Rl B8 0, A AEAR 2 Bk ik, T IX 2640,
1A BRI G 1  e J7 1m). AT e ] me i it
EWALIESY, 355 <k )

4.1 {5 B — k@& 4B Joint processing for in-
formation)

fe4t b, 52 T 1F AR ) S B, ALFEA I | Ak
TE TR S5 02 A A ) Bk ST Ak B, A5 B
B B R FH e A S s, 48] 2, 2 A 0 A BB R FH Neyman-
Pearsond o PR 46, 70 A% V1B B R FH S5t DU 4k
Thag. SR, 2B BEEAL TCE R UE 4 R . BN
B AL BRAR ] R s B kA FAR L. i, LEAs I R
PRI R, RSO ] PR B A AR T M Ss B
PR, 18095 B As A BR1A5 e Le gl 4d 2%, A1
Ji 32 H bR SR ER 2R AL PR AR A T5EA R I b BR R
SRS DU AT BN R AR T — b 49 045 M Ll B R IR A
AT, A EH TS R S A BA IR ER S
PUINSEBR SR, 58 b, Ca8F V27 E R
RS PR R 30OT L I A AR I A OO R R R
22 T N H.

42 LA H 045 B B4 (Human centered in-
formation fusion)

feg b, A5 Rl & R gk T K3 1t 7 28, i
K B W IR S Z0A0 R AR S W A S B AN
A, AT A A 5 ARG AL EE L RS B
ORI BRI E T B SCERE, A A,
J LU 3 3l 1 7 XOWFE W7 45 3. AR, A5 B4
RI R R Re T AL ge(5 BV k25 F i 18 L #i
571N e NN I ¢S W i b 3 N A WK 5 NI R R U D

PEHERR I B £ 30, NAEmG RGeh ch — A>3 3)
MEAEE. 290 A P AT LAEAT B A 20 B A ok
F AR, ARERE AAE R 15 Gt 1A% K28 X A, AlATTI)
R BE i 22 RO I 7K 5 4% 8 R A SR 2R A IR R AN TR
3711, N AT CLER AL GiAL I 2% TCiE 3R A
AFL P A BT FOBLIN. DR ok, 5% BB 50 NRH AR AR IR
YA HESE TR 145 U2 kA5 118 1031070 5 ok e ek O R 1)
AP EE AR AR PN 5 Rl R G R FEAS L, K AAE
H AR O RGN, ¥R AL e Rl AL
AR R G, DL R A T, e v SRR
KRS 5 E i, ¥ B3 Ge )75 vk
JRRE AR, TS MEILIR, s #ar it o A xC
S HT AR SR I = e de . Bl TSR, AR T
FREITIE] Be A2 MR U U R o0 IS SVl v P i s
e 250 () — el B I e AT, AHLAS BRG]
BB A 4 N DR A ) ol SR L1081

43 {5 B 5 RLE KBS 4L Joint optimiza-

tion for information gathering and fusion)

H T, K0 2 A% B0 B R G s H7 V53 2
AL AR A BRI fi B A H1R FH 2 38 O 45 4,
BEAT A T RS 2 R T 2 R 2 4%
AR E FBAS A B X ok e RSk JE
RV AR KR L2483 R G 1K
BT SR, ARSI I AT RGR & — ML Ah . oR
Pt B AN 26 268 R4
WG TR BT ARG b S H bR 45 B SR fil 16
EriAb. RGN U I C | A R SR DARk A
JiUA H R, X AR 28 A5 T 3R I S CRF A R 2 A
WS BAT A AL BT, ME S TR B bR eR )
HE SR N7 RN S I A 2 R A . A 3053 2 0T otk
HEAT T 200121 g 5 H bR PR EE R RE 10 1 & Y
P TE T, (H 21X SO 57 B N 75 18 PRI B R0
i, eE AR bR L RS TR AN R N
Wi T — R RAETF K, KEH LI HITEAITE S
RIS Rl TS O 9T, 8 B ) H AL 5 2k
A& F il &+ 18] 42 7l (control of information collection
and fusion, 2010) LA A 73 A7 = 40 5 @l A i 5 BE
H i$(value of information for distributed data fusion,
2011).

4.4 Bk ZERBERMERA KRG W
(Architecture design for complex multi-sensor
information fusion systems)

LA A5 B R g ). DS B9 1k
WAL A XTT BRGE-AR G A R, <5 B
5 BB, RGBT W 25 R R I3 ) 1) 4 =
JyiE, SRR L A L A RA L SN I SE I Y
I ALEE, JF I R L AR B RIS AR 3E,



1240 E i/ o

YoM A %29 4%

AR B SR AL TT A SRR, DAAE AT R R I
[F) A 3R X 7 ) AT BE 22 R A B X 2R AL
KRB RS LR RS, TR 2R
gt TR BRI 7 48 T 34T JF RO B, LA OR

oA S i VS 1 N T (A e I T D

7E 2 1T. DoDAF(department of defense architecture

framework)#& 3¢ 4= 5 C4ISR(command, control, com-
munications, computers, intelligence, surveillance and

reconnaissance) ¥ Il T & 1) — 8 KT AR &R 45 1)

W TEHEZL R, 48— T L ECAISRR Gk R

SRR 7%, AR SE I R 48 2 (A 4R RS H

AR, L C BN 38 ZEWT UM TT K CAISR 3 ¢ T 384

FRAEN ) BT LY e 2 A5 KRS RE RGA R

SER BT TR S %, H AT, DoDAFE & 45 74 77

i K 2 A R A AR R S5 15 S, EiE U0 i &R

SR BN AT D, R A2 B I TR 0 IR R G B A

P KEB TR UML, sysML, IDEF2: {4 22 45 #4) 2

BREAT 30 PR G B B | B A5 28 R R0 B, A ol A

FREGH I AT AT B, T S5 w AT AL 0 s

TSR SR ABIR LR AL, IS 45 /) Fi R EAT 3 4R

FAT Ay B EI 110D {H AT HRAT 44 2R 45 K BV R0 1%

T AS A, 8 5 M AR Dl BE 5 K 144 28 45 4 311k

AT —ANHE R el R FHERAT TR DoDAF 264 22 25 1)

IR T7 vk, AT H 2 AR KBHE DRE RE AR

gkt e AN E LT ).

45 5 BRlA RS0 15 M A8 V7 At (Simulation
and performance evaluation for information fu-
sion systems)

SRR 15 B Rl G R G R 2 R s B
6 I AR I, 0T IR ) 52 2 RGN SR BT T AR
MEREAT A 1R () 43 A7, 0 S PR AT W) 2 F e i, DALy
BT SR AR RS, oG
Al G X R R RGN F LTk EHNIME SRS U
FLIG RS 6 75 0 B S P BOR T 1 R RE RO R 3,
i 7 FLSE AR 200 B AR, HT T3 2 AN A 07 3L
oK FEBR A T K, SCHE R e Sl
SR VPA AT SRR, R A7 B R IR VAL it
A BAR B TR T 2 HAREREE AT & 45,
(B = KRR 73 A A B Rl & 07 BLI R 5. 7R
REDEAL 7 1HT, A0 55 0 i A A S PP Al DL fil 5 5
VPR AN T T JCECSEAR T P HR AR T
5 FRPREE I 58 S A ARG 25 2 T B B9 T 1)
4.6 1&BhE £ B2 8 J5 i (Leveraging more

mathematical theories)

HAT, MER IS UEHE BRIS S G vh HEWT . RO
BEBLAR 55 20 BOR L2 N 17 R RG22k,
o il TS BANHERG AR ARG RN

AR ) B T iE 5 5 AR . A Ak %
TR SRS B Rl G AT — e N, (7 EE AR A
PR S B SR AT SR NV IE T 46
i, ARk, BENTAER Y JLAT S b A B LA R
BRI AR BRI N AR JLART P 5T 8 7 1, fR S L
fres i 7 —MNERE EACERSE v ) R 7 KL A5
BN, MR rh (17 22 B B854 v] LAAE ATl
53 JUART S5 48], g Ak 2 2 TR A Tk N B A2 U PR Ak 73
DB R S $ eI T8 3k 43 A7 3% M R 3 P bR
Bt AL 2 LR 1, A5 B LA AL T O¢ T4 ik Al
HEW RS PP LA, CEF =AW T AL TR BE
SRTEZE DS L M SN =5 £ I Rl IR R A
SRS LAl (A 10 bR B ) R 19-1200 25
A7 HHE A FE I TR SR 5 PR 115 SR
gr—HESL . LT HURE R HR IRl & vk BIEN
&) RlA 771 < Sensor-Rich A% 5 W {7 B Al A+ 1] ) T
S5 AR B Rl G PR AR S VPAL BOR | Rl R G M F
WrFRAs A R 5 WK 7 vk FE T o0 A B Ik 45 1 1l
A B S Bl &0 LIRSS, A ——%A.
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